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changes his opinion and pursues an argument to
the last retreats of logic. But, above all else, what
pleases me in him is that, following my example,
he attaches himself blindly to the opinions of the
ancients, and that he has never desired to listen to
or understand the reasonings and experiments of
the pretended discoveries of our century, concern-
ing1 the circulation of the blood and other opinions
of like nature.

THO. DIA. (He draws a huge roll from his pocket containing
a thesis, and presents it to Augelique.) I have upheld in
this thesis a controversy against tho^e who support
the theory of the circulation of the blood, which,
with Monsieur's permission, I venture to present to
Mademoiselle as the first-fruits of my intellect.

ANG. I know nothing of these matters, Monsieur. I
should find it a useless possession.

Toi. Let me have it, I can always use the picture to
hang up in my bedroom.

THO. DIA. With Monsieur's permission I will invite
you to come one of these days and amuse yourself
with the sight of the dissection of a woman, upon
which I have to lecture.

Toi. What a delightful entertainment! Some suitors
take their mistresses to the play; but to offer a
dissection is something quite out of the common.

M. DIA. In conclusion, as regards the qualities re-
quisite for marriage and procreation, I assure you
that, according to the opinion of our doctors, he is
all that could be wished; he possesses in an
exemplary degree prolific power, and he is of the
temperament necessary for the production of healthy
offspring.

AKG. Do you not intend, Monsieur, to urge his claims
on the court, and obtain for him a post as doctor
there?

M. DIA. To   speak   frankly,   it  lias   never